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usually contains a certain amount of albu-
min for the early nourishment of the embryo.
The two chief requisites of germination are
moisture and a suitable temperature.

Seeger, Alan (1888-1916), American poet
and writer, was educated at Harvard; in
World War I died in action. His I Have a
Rendezvous with Death is one of the most
significant war poems.

Seeley, Sir John Robert (1834-95),
English historian and essayist, born in Lon-
don. In 1863, he was appointed professor of
Latin in University College, London, and in
1869 professor of modern history at Cam-
bridge. In 1865 appeared anonymously his
Ecce Homo, a life of Christ which made a
profound inpression upon believers and un-
believers alike. As a historian, his greatest suc-
cess in this line was his Expansion of Eng-
land (1883), treating of the development of
the English realm from an insular state to a
world-wide power.

Seeley, Julius Hawley (1824-95), Am-
erican educator, born at Bethel, Conn. From
1858 to 1875 he was professor of mental and
moral philosophy at Amherst College, and
from 1875 to 1877 was an independent mem-
ber of Congress from N. H. He was president
of Amherst College in 1879-90.

Seelye, Laurens Clark (1837-1924),
American educator, brother of J. H. Seelye,
was ordained pastor of the North Congrega-
tional Church in Springfield, Mass., in 1863.
From 1865 till 1873 he was professor of Eng-
lish literature and oratory at Amherst, and he
became first president of Smith College in
1874, having had charge of the organization
of that institution, an office which he held
till 1910.

Segovia, city, cap. of prov. of same name,
Spain, in n.n.w. of Madrid; very ancient,
picturesque, walled city, on a bold cliff over
the Eresma. The striking palace stronghold
(Alcazar) of the kings was burnt, but restored
(1862). There are a fine 16th-century cath-
edral, and a splendid Roman aqueduct of
153 arches; p. 17,633.

Segovia or Wanks River, Central Amer-
ica, rises in the dept. of Segovia, Nicaragua.
The lower half of its course is the boundary
line between Nicaragua and Honduras.

Seguin, Edward Constant (1843-98),
American neurologist, born in Paris, France.
In 1868-73 he was lecturer on nervous dis-
eases at Columbia, and in 1873-87 adjunct
professor of diseases of the mind and nervous
system. In 1873 he founded a clinic for ner-
vous diseases, and he was one of the founders

oi   the   American   neurological   association.
Segur, Louis Philippe, Comte de (1/53-
1830), French diplomat!?! and writer. Ap-
pointed ambassador at St. Petersburg (1784),
he became a favorite cf Catherine n., and
negotiated a commercial treaty between Rus-
sia and France. He represented France at Ber-
lin (1790), was elected a member of the Ac-
ademy (1803), and became a peer of France
(1818).
Seidl, Anton (1850-98), musical con-
ductor, born in Pesth, Hungary, In 1873 he
became Wagner's secretary, and in this ca-
pacity had much to do with the preparation
of the Nibehmgen Trilogy and its production
at Bayreuth in 1876. For several years he was
conductor of the Wagner performances given
throughout Europe by the Neumann Nibel-
ungen company. In 1885 he succeeded Leo-
pold Damrosch as conductor at the N. Y.
Metropolitan Opera House, where he re-
mained until 1891. Under his direction were
produced for the first time in America Tristan
und Isolde, Siegfried, Die Gotterdammerwig^
and Die M cist er singer. For several seasons he
was conductor of the N. Y. Philharmonic Or-
chestra and of a series of Sunday night con-
certs. He ranked with Richter as one of the
greatest of Wagnerian leaders. His widow,
Frau Seidl-Krauss, published in 1900 a mem-
orial Life.
Seidlitz Powders are composed of two
powders which effervesce when mixed in wat-
er. One powder contains Rochelle salts (a
tartrate of sodium and potassium) and sod-
ium bicarbonate; while the other consists of
tartaric acid. The mixture is a mild saline
purgative,
Seine, a department of France which in-
cludes all Paris and part of the suburbs. Low
hills stud its surface. Market-gardening is
the chief industry. The district round Mont-
reuil is renowned for its fruit. Area, 185 sq.
m.; p. 4,628,637.
Seine (anc. Sequana), river, France, flows
from the s. end of the Langres plateau, with
a general winding n.w. course, past Troyes,
M61un, Paris, St. Denis, St. Germain, EI-
beuf, and Rouen, and enters the English
Channel by a wide estuary, on which stand
the ports of Honfleur, Harfieur, and Havre.
Navigation (for boats) begins at Marcilly,
350 m. from its mouth, and an elaborate sys-
tem of canals connects it with the Loire,
Rhone, Rhine, Somme, and Scheldt. Paris
can be reached by vessels of 1,000 tons, whije
vessels up to 2,400 tons can reach Rouen. A
canal from Havre, avoiding the estuary, gives